I06                                                          THE   PROBLEM   OF   AUTHORITY
explanation. Bauke has shown that in the history of Calvin-
research scholars have on the whole ranged themselves on one side
or the other, in the various questions under dispute, according as
they have been members of the Lutheran or the Reformed
Churches, the Lutheran scholars being most notably represented
by Ritschl and Seeberg, and the Reformed by Doumergue and
Lang.1 The general explanation here suggested applies quite
well to the special point in Calvin's theology now under discussion.
If it is the right account of the situation, there appears to be some
ground for the suggestion that an objective statement of Calvin's
theology will be produced only by scholars who do not belong to
either branch of the Protestant Church on the Continent of
Europe, or, probably, to the ranks of its opponents either; but
the systematic methods of Calvin aiford excellent hope that such
a statement will eventually be produced.
In the exposition which here follows of Calvin's doctrine of
authority reliance will for the most part be placed on the 1559
edition of the Institutes.   This is the last Latin edition which
received his personal confirmation.   On the one hand, it is true
that nearly all major issues are settled in his mind as earJy as the
time when he writes his second edition in 1539, and this means
that by using the latest edition we do not open ourselves to the
charge of neglecting contradictory or changing elements in his
thought; on the other hand, the last edition deals with and tries to
dispose of all objections to and criticisms of his position which
occurred in his lifetime to his opponents or to himself, and gives
the final amplification and clarification of his views which they
seemed to him to need. No apology is needed for not basing any
important conclusions on the French translation of 1560, although
it is in fact the latest edition of the Institutes. It was dictated by
Calvin to his secretaries at a time of bodily weakness, and is
agreed to be inferior in every way to the French translation of
1541; it adds nothing to the Latin edition of 1559, and does not
help us very much in the interpretation of that work. Sometimes,
as Colladon, his secretary, tells us, his words as he dictated were
difficult to hear, and large numbers of passages had been pre-
viously written out on slips of paper by Calvin and were left for
Colladon to insert in the text as best he might.  We need only
quote the opinion, which cannot be seriously disputed, of the
editors of the Brunswick Calvin: c. . . the French translation of the
Institute?, in its definitive and received form, except for the parts
1 H. Bauke, Die Probleme der Theologie Calvins., pp. 7, 8.